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US-CHINA STUDENT EXCHANGE 
A DELEGATION FROM THF PFOPLF'S RFPUBLIC OF CHINA WILL ARRIVE 
IN THE UNITED STATES SATURDAY COCTOBFR 7) TO DISCUSS PLANS 
FOR EXCHANGES OF STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS BETWEEN THF TWO 
COUNTRIES. VOA'S JOSEPH SULLIVAN HAS DETAILS IN THIS 
BACKGROUND REPORT, 
THE VISIT OF THF CHINFSF GROUP TO THE UNITED STATES FOLLOWS 
A TRIP TO CHINA IN JULY BY A DELEGATION OF U.S. GOVERNMENT 
SCIENTISTS HEADED BY PRESIDENT CARTER'S SCIFENCF AND 
TECHNOLOGY ADVISOR, CDR. FRANK PRESS). CHINESE OFFICIALS, 
IN THEIR TALKS WITH THE AMERICAN SCIENTISTS, INDICATED 
PEKING'S WILLINGNESS TO ENTER INTO THE STUDENT EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM, CHINA HAS HAD STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS WITH 
CANADA AND SEVERAL WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIFS. BUT THIS WILL 
BE THE FIRST SUCH PROGRAM WITH THE UNITED STATES, 

THE CHINESE DELEGATION WILL VISIT ENUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA BFFORE FLYING TO WASHINGTON FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOVFRNMENT OFFICIALS. 

THE MEETINGS WILL TAKE UP SUCH QUESTIONS AS THE NUMBER AND 
LEVELS OF STUDENTS TO BE EXCHANGED, WHAT SCHOOLS THFY WILL 
ATTFND, AND THE OVERALL SCOPE AND FORM OF THE EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM. 

OFFICIALS OF THF NATIONAL COMMITTEF ON SCHOLARLY EXCHANGES 
~- WHICH WILL COORDINATE THE STUDENT EXCHANGES =-- EXPECT THAT 
SEVERAL HUNDRED CHINESE STUDENTS WILL COME TO THE UNITED 
STATES, PRIMARILY TO ENROLL IN TECHNICAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, 
THE NUMBER OF AMERICAN STUDENTS WHO GO TO THE PFOPLE'S REPUBLIC 


WILL BE MUCH SMALLER BECAUSE THERE ARE FEWER POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
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IN RELEVANT FIELDS OF STUDY, IN AUGUST, REPRESENTATIVES 


OF TWENTY-FIVE AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES MET WITH CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS HANDLING THE FIRST GROUP 
OF CHINESE EXCHANGE STUDENTS. ONE OF THE MAJOR PROBLEMS 
FACING THE EXCHANGE, THEY INDICATFD, IS THE NEFD TO TRAIN 
SOME OF THF CHINESF STUDENTS IN THF ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 

U.S. OFFICIALS SFE THE STUDENT EXCHANGE AS INDICATIVE 
OF VARIOUS CHANGES IN THF THINKING OF THF CHINFSE LEADERSHIP 
SINCE THE DEATH OF MAO TSF-TUNG. AMONG OTHFR THINGS, CHINA'S 
NEW LEADERS WANT TO BROADEN CHINA'S TIFS TO THE REST OF THF 
WORLD AND TO MOVE FORWARD MORE RAPIDLY WITH INDUSTRIALIZATION,. 
CHINESE LEADERS ALSO WANT TO MOVE AWAY FROM THF IDEOLOGICALLY- 
ORIENTED EDUCATIONAL SYSTFM INTRODUCED BY MAO TSF-TUNG DURING 
THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION IN THE 1960'S. MAO'S POLICIFS PLACED 
MORE EMPHASIS ON COMMUNIST LOYALTY THAN ON ACADEMIC SKILLS. 
AT THE SAME TIME, CHINESF OFFICIALS, IN THEIR PUBLIC 
PRONOUNCEMENTS, HAVE PLEDGED TO REFORM CHINA'S EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM IN A MANNER THAT WILL CORRECT THF DAMAGE WHICH THEY 
SAY WAS WROUGHT BY THF RADICAL "GANG OF FOUR," AND TO 
PRODUCE AN EDUCATIONAL SYSTFM THAT WILL SUPPORT THE 
MODERNIZATION OF THE CHINESF FCONOMY, 
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